


Genius Flew HangGliders

in 1890s

The first Lilienthal Glider
flown in 1890,

N.Z. family link with the famous

New Zealand has a direct
link with the Lilienthal
brothers through the
descendants of Marie
Lilienthal, younger sister of
the famous German gliding
pioneers,

Marie married and settled in
New Zesland in the 1580s.

A greut nicce of the
Lilienthal brothers, Mrs
Trudel Risch lives at Oakuara,
ncar New Plymouth, Other
descendants are still farming at
Fairview, near Timaru

Mrs Risch, head of the Arts
Depurtment at Spetswood
a

Lilienthal

College, New: Plymouth, was
born and brought up-in Ger-
many. She has vivid childhood
memories of Gusiay Lilienthal,
er great uncle, and his stories
of the early attempts of he and
his brother Otio 10 ly.

The New Zealand link with
the Lilienthaly was forged
when Gustav adeepled o
contract in 1880 to work ns an
archifeet in Melboume on the
Victorian Houxe of
Purfiament

His young sister Maric
fruvelled out with him to
Australin and developed a

brothers

shipbosrd sromanc¢e with
George Squire, 4 young
English farmer migrating: 10
New Zealand, They murried
lster und settled st Fairview,
near Timaru,

Gustav teturned 10 Ger-
many in IB8S, und rejoined his
brother's fiying experjments.
Even on the vovage out, he had
studied the wing actions of the
albatrosses which followed the
ship, and was able 10 udd
further to the brothers’
knowledge of acrodynamics,

Although historians have
not recognised Gustav us

prominently as Otto, he played
an important role i the
background research into the
theories of flight, and in the
planning of the Lilienthal craft.
He published a book,
"Biotechniques of Aviation™ in
1425,

Some of Marie Lilienthal's
descendants stll live on the
onginal George Squire land at
Fairview,

Marie's eldest son, George
Otto Squire, was edugated and
married in Germany. His
daughter, Mrs Trodel Risch,
came ¢ New Zealand with her
husband in 1953
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